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I am in hopes the reading of your play will accelerate my re-
covery. I shall owe you much; rely on it, then, that I will
be doubly grateful.	rachel.
" Montmorency, August 27th."
The private reading alluded to in the above letter tv as fol-
lowed by the official one before the comite de lecture of the the-
atre, and it was received conditionally—that is, there "were
six white and six red balls. The explanation jof this was ihat
two acts were unanimously received, and one on condition of
certain alterations, to which the author consented. The third
act having been remoulded, the play was submitted to an or-
deal considered by authors as almost equivalent to a public
performance—it was read in the presence of an audience con-
sisting of the elite of literature and of society. Among the
men of the world, of letters, and of that of fashion assembled
in Mademoiselle Rachel's salon were Messrs. Charton, H. Mar-
tin, J. Janin, Briffault, Rolle, De Noailles, Berlioz, &c,, by
whom " Medee" was received with great applause, the hostess
herself manifesting the most enthusiastic admiration.
This time the admission by the cojnite de lecture of the the-
atre was unanimous and unconditional, and Mademoiselle Ra-
chel was rehearsing her part diligently, when, in September
of 1853, the voyage to Russia was resolved upon.
It is evident that it was rather a delicate matter to propose
to an author, who had been laboring for two years for her and
at her request, the adjournment of all his hopes at the moment
they were about to be realized. Hence the coaxing tone of
the letters of Mademoiselle Rachel and her secretary, Made-
moiselle de Saigneville.
M. Legouve", however, did not justify the charge made against
authors belonging to the genus irritable. He consented with
a good grace to the proposed delay; and, free from all ob-
stacles, Mademoiselle Rachel set out for Russia in the month
of October of this year.
A few words on the present state of theatricals in the cap-
ital of Russia will be a sufficient protest against the assertions
of those who deem it no difficult matter to earn distinction in
what they imagine to be a city where dramatic art is still in
its infkncv.

